
 

  

 As we approach this Memorial Day weekend and a 

Memorial Day service at the courthouse on Monday, I 

wanted to reflect on one of the biggest honors of my career.  

In October of 1998 I had the honor and privilege of 

reenlisting two of my nephews and we did the ceremony at 

the base of the Marine Memorial at Arlington Cemetery.  

What other place on earth could be more fitting than to be 

on such hallowed ground, to extend your service to your 

country, and to be family together for such an occasion.  To 

give some insight the oldest of the two nephews was Don, a 

Staff Sergeant at the time who was on Recruiting duty in 

Charlottesville, Virginia after serving in HMX-1, the 

Presidential Helicopter Squadron.  He later went on to make 

his way to Master Gunnery Sergeant and retired at 30 years.  

His younger brother Matt was a Sergeant at the time and 

was serving on the Green side of HMX-1 with the support 

CH-53s.  He later got out and is still serving his country 

working on the Avionics equipment for the services.   

The immensity of the occasion and especially the location 

was overwhelming to all of us.  To be surrounded by so many 

grave markers, to see the caisson go by after being part of a 

military funeral that day, or to see the changing of the Guard 

at the Tomb of the Unknown, you can only be in awe of the 

sacrifices of so many who have gone before us. 

Make sure that you stop, bow, or kneel if you can, and pray 

that the sacrifices of all those who have served this great nation and have either died during that service or 

have passed since that service will not ever be forgotten.  We will be placing flags on the grave markers of 

many local veterans who have gone before us this coming Saturday.  If you can make it great, if not just take 

some time alone or with family and thank all of those veterans who have preceded us and thank them for 

their service and their sacrifices.  Again, it is my pleasure serving this great Detachment as the Commandant.    

SEMPER FI! 

Respectfully submitted Commandant Robert E. Long 
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MURPHY’S LAWS OF COMBAT OPERATIONS 

21.  The important things are always simple; the simple are 

always hard. 

22.  The easy way is always mined. 

23.  Teamwork is essential; it gives the enemy other people to 

shoot at. 

24.  Don’t look conspicuous; it draws fire. (for this reason, it 

is not at all uncommon for aircraft carriers to be known as 

bomb magnets.) 

25.  Never draw fire; it irritates everyone around you. 

26.  If you are short of everything but the enemy, you are in 

the combat zone. 

27.  When you have secured the area, make sure the enemy 

knows it too. 

28.  Incoming fire has the right of way. 

29.  No combat ready unit has ever passed inspection. 

30.  No inspection ready unit has ever passed combat. 

 

MORE TO COME……… 
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One night in 1967, 26-year-old John Donohue—known as Chick—was out with 
friends, drinking in a New York City bar. The friends gathered there had lost loved 
ones in Vietnam. Now, they watched as anti-war protesters turned on the troops 
themselves. One neighborhood patriot came up with an inspired—some would call it 
insane—idea. Someone should sneak into Vietnam, track down their buddies there, 
give them messages of support from back home, and share a few laughs over a can 
of beer. 

It would be the Greatest Beer Run Ever. 

But who would be crazy enough to do it? One man was up for the challenge—a U. S. 
Marine Corps veteran turned merchant mariner who was not about to desert his 
buddies on the front lines when they needed him. 



2 June 1918: At dawn on this date, the crack German 28th Division attacked along the axis of the Paris-Metz road 
hitting the American 2d Division, including the 4th Marine Brigade. The Marines opened with deadly rifle fire and 
helped hand the German troops a setback which set the stage for Marine victory at Belleau Wood which would soon 
follow, although at great cost. 
8 June 1995: A Marine tactical recovery team from the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit stationed on board the USS 
Kearsarge rescued a downed U.S. pilot, Captain Scott O'Grady, USAF, from Bosnian-Serb territory in Bosnia. 
10 June 1898: The First Marine Battalion, commanded by LtCol Robert W. Huntington, landed on the eastern side 
of Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The next day, Lt Herbert L. Draper hoisted the American flag on a flag pole at Camp 
McCalla where it flew during the next eleven days. LtCol Huntington later sent the flag with an accompanying letter 
to Colonel Commandant Charles Heywood noting that "when bullets were flying, ...the sight of the flag upon the 
midnight sky has thrilled our hearts." 
12 June 1961: President John F. Kennedy signed a Presidential Proclamation calling for the American flag to be 
flown at the Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington, Virginia, "at all times during the day and night." Discussions 
between the Attorney General's office and Marine Corps officials earlier in 1961 on improving the visibility and 
appearance of the monument led to the proposal to fly the Flag continuously, which by law could only be done by 
Congressional legislation or by Presidential proclamation. 
15 June 1944: Preceded by naval gunfire and carrier air strikes, the V Amphibious Corps assaulted the west coast 
of Saipan, Marianas Islands. By nightfall, the 2d and 4th Marine Divisions, moving against heavy opposition, had 
established a beachhead 10,000 yards wide and 1,500 yards deep. 
20 June 1993: The 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit returned to Mogadishu, Somalia, to stand ready to assist United 
Nations forces in maintaining peace in the war-torn country. Earlier that month, the 24th MEU had been ordered to 
cut short Exercise Eager Mace 93-2 in Kuwait to respond to possible contingency operations in Somalia. 
25 June 1950: Shortly before dawn, eight divisions of the North Korean People's Army crossed the 38th Parallel 
and invaded the Republic of Korea. Within three days, the South Korean capital city of Seoul had been captured. On 
30 June, President Harry S. Truman ordered a naval blockade of the Korean coast and authorized the sending of 
U.S. ground troops to Korea. Two days later, General Douglas MacArthur, the Commander in Chief Far East, 
formally requested that a Marine regimental combat team be deployed to the Far East. 
25 June 1966: In Vietnam, Operation Jay began about 30 kilometers northwest of Hue, and lasted nine days. The 
2d Battalion, 4th Marines landed north of the North Vietnamese 812th Main Force Battalion, and the 2d Battalion, 
1st Marines landed south of the enemy's position. Caught in between the two Marine units, the enemy suffered over 
80 dead in nine days of fighting. 
26 June 1918: BGen James G. Harbord, the Commanding General of the 4th Marine Brigade, notified American 
Expeditionary Force Headquarters that Belleau Wood was "now U.S. Marine Corps entirely." After 20 days of 
combat, and at a cost of over 4,000 casualties, the 4th Brigade of Marines had proven its fighting heart. The grateful 
Commander of the French Sixth Army would soon decree that in all official correspondence, Belleau Wood would 
henceforth bear the name, "Bois de la Brigade de Marine." 

Tom Barrie. John Bullock. George Gillespie. Robert Moore. Willard Pleasants. Gordon Young. Mark Wayne Williams. 
Linwood Johnson. George Hartley. Patrick Goodrow. 

 

Our past 

Our fallen 



 

CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR 

Army Medal of Honor: Immediately after the 

company to which he belonged had reached its 

objective on Hill 142, several hostile 

counterattacks were launched against the line 

before the new position had been consolidated. 

GySgt. Hoffman was attempting to organize a 

position on the north slope of the hill when he 

saw 12 of the enemy, armed with five light 

machine guns, crawling toward his group. Giving 

the alarm, he rushed the hostile detachment, 

bayoneted the two leaders, and forced the 

others to flee, abandoning their guns. His quick 

action, initiative, and courage drove the enemy 

from a position from which they could have 

swept the hill with machine-gun fire and forced 

the withdrawal of our troops.  

 

 

 

 

Navy Medal of Honor: For conspicuous gallantry 

and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty 

in action with the enemy near Chateau-Thierry, 

France, 6 June 1918. Immediately after the 

company to which GySgt. Janson belonged had 

reached its objective on Hill 142, several hostile 

counterattacks were launched against the line 

before the new position had been consolidated. 

GySgt. Janson was attempting to organize a 

position on the north slope of the hill when he 

saw 12 of the enemy, armed with five light 

machine guns, crawling toward his group. Giving 

the alarm, he rushed the hostile detachment, 

bayoneted the two leaders, and forced the 

others to flee, abandoning their guns. His quick 

action, initiative, and courage drove the enemy 

from a position from which they could have 

swept the hill with machine-gun fire and forced 

the withdrawal of our troops. 

Gunnery Sergeant Charles F. 

Hoffman, also known as Ernest 

A. Janson, received both the 

Navy and Army Medal of Honor 

for the same action. June 6th, 

1918 near Chateau-Thierry, 

France, serving with the 49th 

Company, 5th Regiment, 2nd 

Division.  Born August 17th, 

1878, New York, NY. Died May 

14th, 1940, Brooklyn, NY. 

 



 

committees 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 

Pictured to the left is Commandant Robert Long presenting a $500 

scholarship to Anna M. Pollock, graduating from North Johnston High 

School in Kenly.  

Miss Pollock has a grade point average of 4.5 with 100% attendance 

and has volunteered much time in community service through the 

Hickory Cross Gospel Center and River Oak Church of God.  She is a 

National Honor Society member as well as a Phi Theta Kappa at 

Johnston Community College.  Anna will attend North Carolina State 

University and is interested in becoming a medical microbiologist as 

she was inspired by the health professionals that diagnosed a 

medical condition of her sister. 

Our second scholarship of $500 was given to North Johnston High 

School graduate, Micah Hill.   

Micah had a grade point average of 4.4 while establishing an 

attendance record of 98.6% while attending Corinth Holder High 

School.  Micah is also an Eagle Scout and was highly active in Boy 

Scouts as well as performing many community service activities with 

the local food bank, the church through With Love from Jesus, and 

Operation Christmas Child.  Micah was active in many athletic 

activities his four years of high school and was a member of both the 

National Honor Society and the National Technical Honor Society. His 

grandfather, Burt Greer, served in the Marine Corps from September 

1950 to September 1951 and again from June 1958 to May 1971.  He 

will be attending North Carolina State University.  (Due to the 

school’s restrictions, we were not able to attend the ceremony in 

person.) 

 

EAGLE SCOUT COMMITTEE 

Pictured to the right is Commandant Robert 

Long presenting the Good Citizenship Award 

to Eagle Scouts Matthew Ryan Horstmann 

and Chase Dixon Hill of Troop 672 at the 

Christ Community Church in Clayton.   

 These two young men have been friends 

since kindergarten and have gone through 

scouts together since 3rd grade. They did 

their Eagle Projects at about the same time 

and did their Eagle Board of Reviews on the 

same night.  

 

There have been no further 

updates on when we can continue 

with the following committees: 

VA VISITATION/BINGO 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 

HIGHWAY CLEAN UP 

 



 

 

 

  

Jesse o. price pound #210 NC PACK 

m.o.d.d. 

The Spring Growl was held at the home of the Carry-

On Detachment on May 15th.  It was a great turn out 

with plenty of shenanigans, a lot of information 

shared and almost 600 pounds of dog chow 

collected for donation to the Ruf Creek Ranch 

Animal Rescue & Adoption Center in Smithfield. 

 

 

Lewis Rice checking out 

the new Carry-On sign 

added to other Service 

Organizations that use 

the Pou-Parrish American 

Legion post as their 

business location. 

 

Jimmie George 

taking the oath 

of the Devil 

Dog. What a 

pretty dress! 

 

Greg 

Quinn 

and John 

Mott in 

the chow 

line.  

Imagine 

that…. 

 

The always 

informative 

Devell “Bull” 

Durham.  

Dick 

Arthur 

taking 

aim. 

GREATER LOVE HAS NO ONE THAN THIS, THAT HE LAY 

DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS.  JOHN 15:13 



 

 

 

Left: John Mott’s turn at the targets. 

Right: Bill Dunn watching Andrew Gould showing the Pound “MORE COWBELL”! 

MEMORIAL DAY 

 

 

“Brick” trying to push into the hard 

ground of a WWI Veteran. 

 

The last stop of the day was at the O'Neal 

family cemetery. The O'Neal family has a proud 

history of serving our country and this plot of 

land is proof. We met Leonard Hugh O'Neal two 

years ago and talked extensively with him and 

his wife about this amazing family, and 

Leonard's personal experience serving in the 

Marine Corps during the Vietnam War. And now 

we stand behind his own headstone. It was our 

honor and pleasure to have met you, Sir. 

SEMPER FIDELIS! 

 



 

From the DoNC Commandant Rick Thomason: 

 Marines of North Carolina, 

          This year’s Mud Run is still a “GO” for June 5th, 
2021. If you plan on attending and participating, I 
need your name so you may be added to the 
Department of North Carolina list of participants. 
There will be NO FEE for you to enter. All who have 
run with us in the past agree that this is a “Must Do” 
to not only show support for the sponsoring 
detachment, but to build camaraderie within the 
League. No matter what the speed you choose to 
participate at, you will not be left behind. Our only 
requirement is that you finish the race the same day 
you start. Time is of the essence for accountability. 
Make your plans now and send me your name and 
shirt size (2021 shirt image is attached just in case 
we can have shirts printed again). I look forward to 
crossing the finish line with all of you, arms locked 
together and grinning though the mud. 

          Visit their website, http://semperfi1075.org/ and 
click on “Mud Run” for more details and photos of the 
event. 

 

Please remember, Marines!  

Let’s help out our building 

host, American Legion Pou-

Parrish Post 332, with 

collecting pop/beer tabs for 

the Durham/Wake Ronald 

McDonald house! 

 

MARINES! 

Is there something 

we missed?  

 Is there something 

you would like to 

see in this 

newsletter? 

Let us know!  

Tell us at the 

monthly business 

meetings Or shoot 

us an email with 

your suggestion at 

CarryOn1236ncmcl

@gmail.com. 

Do it now! Move! 

http://semperfi1075.org/
mailto:CarryOn1236ncmcl@gmail.com
mailto:CarryOn1236ncmcl@gmail.com

